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WIN JOHNSON UPDATE
Win and Mary Johnson moved from Fresno to their new home in Eden

Prairie, Minnesota, in June of 2006.  Win and Mary first moved to Fresno
in 1968 when Win took over agronomic responsibilities for Northrup
King’s Pacific Division in Fresno.  Over the years Win was integrally
involved in agronomic services, marketing and sales management,
traveling the west and the world for the company.

After retiring from NK® in 1996 Win was retained as agronomic/sales
consultant for NK®, a position he continued until September of 1999,
when he joined Western Ag Services, LLC in the same capacity.  We
wish the best for Win and Mary in their well-deserved retirement.

Win’s address is:
Win Johnson
18964 Maple Leaf Drive
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55340

Please join me in welcoming Ryan Wentzel to the Western Ag Services,
LLC staff.  Ryan graduated from Fresno State University in 2004 with
a degree in Geography.  Ryan will be involved in all phases of the business.
Ryan had two months of invaluable experience riding with Win and he
looks forward to meeting you. (See Ryan, Win, and Ed Wentzel in
the photo below).

SILAGE CORN REVIEW
As corn silage harvest winds down there are a number of interesting
observations:

• Due to wet weather in the spring, corn was not planted as early
as normal. The end of April to the first of May seemed  the earliest
planting in California.  Kern county was the exception to this with
many earlier plantings.

• With the intense summer heat of June and July yields were down
at least 10% compared to previous years with many fields  
maturing quicker than normally expected.  A field of N8214 in 
Hanford, CA, was harvested in 94 days from planting to harvest.

 In our recollection, N8214 has never been harvested in less than
98 days.  Silage corn fields planted after May 25, generally yielded
more than earlier planted fields.

• The cost of silage corn has varied greatly throughout California
this spring and summer.  Silage corn in California stretches from
the Imperial Valley in the south to Redding in the north so it is 
difficult to pin down a specific price.  The  closest we can come
to an average price is anywhere between $24-$26/ton in the field.

 Some areas are lower and other areas higher.  As we approach 
fall prices are softening.

• In Arizona corn planting was down at least 10%.  Gene Kempton
of Fertizona of Casa Grande, Arizona, reports that to offset this 
loss of corn production Kempton reported a sharp increase in 
forage sorghum sales with NK 300 forage sorghum being the 
preferred choice.  Silage corn reportedly sold for $25-$27/ton 
in the field.

NK® AND GARST®

BRAND CORN UPDATE
We are currently harvesting and evaluating the various replicated hand

trials, strip trials, head-to-head comparisons and field plantings of NK®

and Garst® brand corns.
As of this writing, we are pleased with the initial data and will fully

apprise you of this information in our winter 2006-07 newsletter.

ALFALFA PROSPECTS
– 2006-07 –

Alfalfa plantings should be flat, if not down, as compared with last
years big planting in California.  However; there will be a dramatic
increase this year in the proportion of Roundup Ready® plantings versus
conventional seedings as a result of the tremendous success of Roundup
Ready® alfalfa planted in 2005-06.  For example, Revolution Roundup
Ready® alfalfa has provided excellent performance and, besides the
obvious technology advantages, is the next step in genetics providing
big yields and solid quality figures. Revolution RR alfalfa is an 8 fall
dormancy alfalfa.

Our 4 fall dormancy alfalfa is Liberator Roundup Ready®.  Liberator
RR is a  multi-leaflet variety, also proving to be an excellent variety in
areas where 4’s are used.

Please see all of our alfalfas on the back side of this newsletter.




