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WIN JOHNSON UPDATE

Win and Mary Johnson moved from Fresno to their new homein Eden
Prairie, Minnesota, in June of 2006. Win and Mary first moved to Fresno
in 1968 when Win took over agronomic respongbilities for Northrup
King's Pecific Divison in Fresno. Over the years Win was integraly
involved in agronomic services, marketing and sales management,
traveling the west and the world for the company.

After retiring from NK” in 1996 Win was retained as agronomic/sales
consultant for NK°®, a position he continued until September of 1999,
when he joined Western Ag Services, LLC in the same capacity. We
wish the best for Win and Mary in their well-deserved retirement.

Win'saddressis

Win Johnson
18964 Maple Leaf Drive
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55340

Pleasejoin meinwecoming Ryan Wentzd totheWestern Ag Services,
LLC daff. Ryan graduated from Fresno State University in 2004 with
adegreein Geography. Ryanwill beinvolvedindl phasesof thebusiness
Ryan had two months of invaluable experience riding with Win and he
looks forward to meeting you. (See Ryan, Win, and Ed Wentzel in
the photo below).

ALFALFA PROSPECTS
— 2006-07 -

Alfafa plantings should be flat, if not down, as compared with last
years big planting in California. However; there will be a dramatic
increasethisyear in the proportion of Roundup Ready” plantings versus
conventiona seedingsasaresult of the tremendous success of Roundup
Ready” dfdfaplanted in 2005-06. For example, Revolution Roundup
Ready” dfalfa has provided excellent performance and, besides the
obvious technology advantages, is the next step in genetics providing
big yields and solid quality figures. Revolution RR adfdfaisan 8 fdl
dormancy dfdfa

Our 4 fal dormancy dfafais Liberator Roundup Ready”. Liberator
RRisa multi-lesflet variety, aso proving to be an excdlent variety in
areeswhere4'sare used.

Please see al of our afafas on the back side of this newdetter.

SILAGE CORN REVIEW

As corn silage harvest winds down there are a number of interesting
observetions.

* Dueto wet westher in the Spring, corn was not planted as early
asnormd. Theend of April tothefirgt of May seemed theearliest
plantingin Cdifornia. Kern county wasthe exception to thiswith
many earlier plantings.

* With theintense summer heet of Juneand July yieldsweredown
at least 10% compared to previous yearswith many fields
maturing quicker than normally expected. A field of N8214in
Hanford, CA, was harvested in 94 days from planting to harvest.
In our recollection, N8214 has never been harvested in lessthan
98days. Slagecornfiddsplanted after May 25, generdly yielded
more than earlier planted fields.

* The cogt of slage corn has varied greetly throughout Cdifornia
this spring and summer. Silage cornin Cdiforniastretches from
the Imperid Valey in the south to Redding inthe north so it is
difficult to pin down a specific price. The closest we can come
to an average price is anywhere between $24-$26/ton in thefield.
Some aress are lower and other areas higher. Aswe approach
fal pricesare softening.

* InArizonacorn plantingwasdown at leest 10%. GeneKempton
of Fertizona of CasaGrande, Arizona, reportsthet to offset this
loss of corn production Kempton reported asharp incressein
forage sorghum saleswith NK 300 forage sorghum being the
preferred choice. Silage corn reportedly sold for $25-$27/ton
inthefield.

NK” AND GARST"
BRAND CORN UPDATE

Weare currently harvesting and evaluating the various replicated hand
trias, strip trials, head-to-head comparisons and field plantings of NK”
and Garst” brand corns.

As of thiswriting, we are pleased with the initia data and will fully
apprise you of this information in our winter 2006-07 newsletter.

Coming Events!

* Western Alfalfa & Forage Conference —
December 11-13, 2006 in Reno, Nevada

* 8% Early Pay discount on NK and Garst Brand corns
if paid for by December 15, 2006

* World Ag Expo — February 13-15, 2007






